?96‘%* JW

THIS

MATERHAL-WAS PROVIDED COURTESY

OF THE STATE LIBRARY OF IOWA
State of Jofwa 1958

THE FLAG

LINCOLN'S GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
STATE OF IOWA

THE DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

THE “MAYFLOWER” COMPACT

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES

Reprint From The
IOWA OFFICIAL REGISTER
1957-1958

Copies available for classroom study on request of the teacher

Address Sherman W. Needham, Editor
State Printing Board, State House, Des Moines




Old Ylowy

On June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress adopted a resolu-
tion that brought into being the U. S. Flag: “Resolved, That the Flag
of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that
the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field representing a new
constellation.”

The action of the Continental Congress came almost a year after the
Declaration of Independence. The flag with thirteen stripes and thirteen
stars continued to be used as the national emblem until Congress passed
the following act, which President Washington signed:

“That from and after May 1, 1795, the flag of the United States be
fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; and that the union be fifteen
stars, white in a blue field.”

This action was necessitated by the admission of the States of Ver-
mont and Kentucky to the Union. The flag of 1795 had the stars ar-
ranged in three rows of five each instead of in a circle, and served for
23 years.

With the admission of more new states, however, it became apparent
that the 1795 flag would have to be further modified; hence in 1818 a
law was passed by Congress providing:

“That from and after the fourth day of July next, the flag of the
United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white;
that the union have twenty stars, white in a blue field.

“That on the admission of every new state into the Union, one star
be added to the union of the flag; and that such addition shall take effect
on the Fourth of July next succeeding such admission.”

Iowa was admitted to the union as the 29th state. When Arizona was
admitted in 1912, it added the 48th star to the flag.

* & &
The Flag Speaks!

Former Secretary of Interior Franklin K. Lane apostrophized the
U. S. flag in this way:

“I am what you make me—nothing more. I am your belief in your-
self; the dream of what a people may become. I am all you hope to be
and have courage to die for.

“I swing before your eyes, a bright gleam of color, the pictured sug-
gestion of that big thing which makes this nation great.

“My stars and my stripes are your dreams and your labors. They
are bright with cheer, brilliant with courage, firm with faith, because
you have made them so out of your hearts. ;

“For you are the makers of the Flag, and it is well that you glory in
the making,”
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The Stars and the States

The stars in the flag, starting in the upper left-hand corner, and
moving left to right, represent the states in the order of their admission.

They are:

1. Delaware, 1787. 25. Arkansas, 1836.

2. Pennsylvania, 1787. 26. Michigan, 1837.

3. New Jersey, 1787. 27. Florida, 1845.

4. Georgia, 1788. 28. Texas, 1845.

5. Connecticut, 1788. 29. IOWA, 1846.

6. Massachusetts, 1788. 30. Wisconsin, 1848.

7. Maryland, 1788. 31. California, 1850.

8. South Carolina, 1788. 32. Minnesota, 1858.

9. New Hamphsire, 1788. 33. Oregon, 1859.

10. Virginia, 1788. 34. Kansas, 1861.

11. New York, 1788. 35. West Virginia, 1863.
12. North Carolina, 1789. 36. Nevada, 1864.

13. Rhode Island, 1790. 37. Nebraska, 1867.

14. Vermont, 1791. 38. Colorado, 1876.

15. Kentucky, 1792. 39. North Dakota, 1889.
16. Tennessee, 1796. 40. South Dakota, 1889.
17. Ohio, 1802. 41. Montana, 1889.

18. Louisiana, 1812. 42. Washington, 1889.
19. Indiana, 1816. 43. Idaho, 1890.

20. Mississippi, 1817. 44. Wyoming, 1890.

21. Illinois, 1818. 45. Utah, 1896.

22. Alabama, 1819. 46. Oklahoma, 1907.
23. Maine, 1820. 47. New Mexico, 1912,
24. Missouri, 1821. 48. Arizona, 1912.

* * *
United States Flag Etiquette

When the flag is draped down, the blue field always must be at the
left. * * * The flag never must be used as a drape, nor as background
for some ornament. * * * The correct shield does not have any stars—
just a plain blue field at the top, and seven white and six red stripes.
* ¥ * When the National Anthem has been played, do not applaud. It
would be just as correct to applaud a minister’s prayer.—National Flag

Code Committee.
* * *

The Pledge of Allegiance

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and
to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible,

with liberty and justice for all.
* * *

The American’s Creed

I pelieve in the United States of America as a government of the
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived from
the consent of the governed; a Democracy in a Republic; a sovereign
Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect Union, one and inseparable;
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and hu-
manity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.

I therefore believe it is my duty to my Country to love it; to support
its Constitution; to obey its laws; to respect its Flag; and to defend
it against all enemies.

(The above creed was written by William Tyler Page, Clerk of the U. S. House of Rep-

resentatives, in 1917. It was accepted by the House of Representatives on behalf of the
American people, April 8, 1918.)
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